THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

threat of invasion. History may repeat itself, A year
ago we were hearing constantly of the coming in-
vasion of the Low Countries. We ended by believing
that the threat was simply a bluff. It was nothing of
the kind. It was real, but Nazi propaganda was able
to make it seem unreal by harping on its imminence.
It may be the same story now. The long-prophesied
attempt may be made when we have reached the
stage of thinldng it will never be made at all.

That, in any case, is not the only possibility.
Before the long game in which Britain and Germany
are engaged is lost and won the 'invasion ports' may
have a different role to play from that for which they
were cast. We cannot see the end as yet, that is to
say, the time and manner of the end: all we know is
that the end must be victory for us. We do not even
know the facts of recent history, nor shall we, pro-
bably, until after the war. What has been in our
own minds and in our opponents* minds in the
moves and counter-moves that have taken place is
still obscure, not only in this matter of invasion and
the measures taken to prevent it but in other
spheres of warlike action as well. The history of
which this chapter relates but a small part may be
found to culminate eventually in a situation which
cannot be foreseen at present and would perhaps
seem to be far-fetched if even suggested as being a
possible development in the future.
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